
 

What is SEND? 
 

SEND stands for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 

What is the Local Offer? 

The introduction of the Local Offer has been out in place to help 

families  access appropriate services  if their  child needs specialist 

support for SEND.  Historically accessing specialist care has taken 

months, and sometimes years, to access and involved a number of 

different agencies..  Doncaster Local Authority and other services 

including Early Years Providers, like Little Caterpillars, will work 

together to ensure that families understand the services that they can 

expect to access from across the Doncaster area.  It is key that 

support is accessed as early as possible and we will work in 

partnership with you every step of the way if this is or becomes an 

issue for your child. 
 

Little Caterpillars is Inclusive 

At Little Caterpillars we help every child to reach their individual 

potential.  We are inclusive and welcome all children.  The level of 

support that we will give will be individual for each child and will be 

agreed in partnership with parents.  Our planning and resources for 

your child will be tailored to you’re their needs. 



  

 

Typically this may include making reasonable changes to our setting 

to ensure that your child can access stimulating and enjoyable 

activities and experiences; differentiating activities so that your child 

is able to join in; using different ways of teaching  that are appropriate 

to your child or using specific strategies to support your child.   

 

If little progress is made after these interventions by us then it may be 

necessary to seek additional support from other services  and we will 

support you and/or signpost you to other professionals that we can 

work with. 

 

If you child has complex needs then it may be necessary for the local 

authority to conduct an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC) and 

again if this  becomes necessary we will be there to support you 

through it (this is what used to be known as a Statement of Special 

Educational Need). 

 

Often speech and language delay or other behavioural issues which 

are not caused by a  special educational need or disability do not 

require an EHC and our interventions , alongside other professionals, 

will be enough for your child to make progress. 

 

 



 

What should I do if I am concerned about my child? 

Speak to Emma, who is the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator at 

Little Caterpillars. 

 

What will we do if we have concerns about your child? 

During the usual course of our observation and assessment we may 

become aware of a delay in your child’s development in one or more 

area of learning and development.  We regularly keep you updated on 

your child’s progress and will raise any concerns with you . 

 

What if my child is 2 or under? 

The age-range for an EHC plan has been extended to include the birth 

to two years age range to recognise that there are some complex 

issues (e.g. cerebral palsy or Downs syndrome) which will become 

evident fairly early on in a child’s life. Other issues will become 

apparent over time.  

 

What if my child is in receipt of  year old funding? 

This is absolutely not related to SEND.  40% of all 2 year olds are now 

eligible for the funding and I can personally confirm that many of 

them meet and some exceed developmental expectations for their 

age. 

 

 



 

Where can I find out more? 
 

http://www.doncasterchildrenandfamilies.info/disabilities.html 

 

Doncaster Families and Information Service has lots of information on 

its website so follow the link above for details on health and social 

care including diagnosis, , early years, education, post 16,  support 

services, transport, leisure ad recreation. 

 

Or speak to me……. 

 

Even if I don’t have the answer straight away then I will try and find 

out. 


