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It is a requirement of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (for under 5s) that 

every child is assigned a key person on 

entry to Little Caterpillars.  That key 

person has to date been Emma for each 

and every child. 

 

With two Childminders and an apprentice 

now working together it seems right that 

we should share the responsibility for a 

key child between us.  It is with this in 

mind that we have decided to allocate 

children to either Emma, Trevor or Emily 

for a key person relationship. 
 

Why? 
The key person approach allows for a 

child to make a special bond (also known 

as attachment) with one person.  This 

does not exclude the relationships that 

they may make with anyone else and 

does not exclude a practitioner from 

paying attention to or working with any 

other child.  It is an opportunity that is 

there to help children who may need that 

extra bit of emotional support gain it from 

someone who knows them and their 

family well. 
 

What does a key person 

do? 
A key person carries on their usual duties 

but as an additional role takes on the 

responsibility for emotional support for 

their key children.  They will get to know 

their key children particularly well and will 

be there emotionally for your child while 

they are at Little Caterpillars.  You may 

also notice that your child’s diary is 

completed by their key person and 

that they do most of the observation 

and assessment on your child’s 

learning and development.  This 

certainly does not exclude any of us 

making observations and in fact we 

will be maintaining a very open 

dialogue between each other as it 

would be impractical for us to 

guarantee that your child’s key 

person will always be on duty when 

your child is here. 
 

What happens if my 

child’s key person isn’t 

on duty? 
We will always continue to develop 

excellent relationships with all 

children and we will all have a good 

enough knowledge of your child to be 

able to step in if your child’s key 

person is not here. 
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How have you allocated a key person to my child? 
 

We will let you know who your child’s key person is under separate cover.  

We have made the allocations taking a range of factors in to account such 

when each child attends the setting, how likely it is that a practitioner will be 

here at the start or finish of a child’s session and what we already know 

about particular relationships that we can build on.  We have not based it on 

any age, stage of development, cultural or background circumstances. 
 

Who do I speak to about my child? 
You can still talk to any of us about your child.  Your child’s key person is a 

good place to start as we would hope that they have an in depth knowledge 

but Emma will always be aware of every child’s learning and development 

and welfare so don’t ever feel that there is any kind of barrier.  The key 

person approach is to aid your child’s attachment not to hinder relationships. 

Please feel free to ask any questions…... 


