
We do have high expectations for all the children 

who come to the setting.  We expect a certain 

standard of behaviour and we expect children to 

treat other with respect and kindness.  Our 

expectations are linked to each child’s stage of 

development though so that they are within each 

child’s capability.   Our knowledge of child 

development will guide us as we make assessments 

about a child’s goals.   For some 2 year olds, for 

example, it is a challenge to stick to the boundaries 

of the setting, this is not because they are ‘naughty’, 

it is probably because they haven’t developed the 

ability to control their actions or perhaps they have 

other factors in their life which are hindering their 

development in this area.    



We also try and encourage child to set high 

expectations for themselves.  Knowing what they 

can and can’t do and what they will be able to do in 

the future is an important part of their learning 

journey. 

In terms of learning and development we will also 

be setting goals that challenge and stretch children.  

As children achieve each of their next steps we will 

be supporting them to go one step further.  

Sometimes these will be achieved quickly and 

sometimes not, there is no race, there is no tick-

boxing through the stages of learning and 

development.  Children are free to develop at their 

own pace. 

 

TOP TIP You may be chatting with your child about something 

and you ask them a question or start to talk about something that is 

beyond their understanding, they will generally change the subject, or 

make a random comment—this means you’ve gone too far this 

time….not to worry, try again next time 



Example: 

Child: “Look Emma birds” (looking up at the sky) 

Emma “Oh yes I can see 2 birds” 

Child “They are up high Emma” 

Emma “Yes they are, how do you think they get up 

there?” 

Child “I like ice-cream, Emma” 

 

 


